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1. Recommendations 

It is recommended that Finance and Resources Committee approves the granting of 

a Deed of Servitude in favour of Ambassador Homes Limited under the terms and 

conditions outlined in this report. 
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Report 
 

Servitude for Pipe Diversion at Hopetoun Road, South 

Queensferry 

2. Executive Summary 

2.1 This report seeks Committee approval for the granting of a Deed of Servitude to 

Ambassador Homes for the diversion of a 375mm diameter sewer pipe 

approximately 109m in length. 

 

3. Background 

3.1 Planning Permission has been granted for a residential development comprising 

124 dwellings, north of Ferrymuir Gait, South Queensferry, which is currently under 

construction by Ambassador Homes.  

3.2 As part of the development, due to the volume of dwellings, the developer is 

required by Scottish Water to install a new offsite sewer.  The existing sewer is at 

capacity and a diversion is required. The diversion route is located within Council 

land to the rear of Farquhar Terrace, off Hopetoun Road, South Queensferry as 

shown in Appendix 1- location plan.  This land is largely unused and already 

contains other service infrastructure. 

3.3 The proposed servitude will create a heritable and irredeemable right for the water 

pipes to be laid, maintained, repaired, renewed and accessed (with conditions).  

 

4. Main report 

4.1 The Council’s Operational Estates and Parks and Greenspace services were 

consulted and agreed the route of the pipe diversion, together with reinstatement 

conditions and access route.  To conclude matters, a servitude is required to 

formalise this agreement and grant the necessary rights to Ambassador Homes 

Limited and their successors in title.  The following terms and conditions are 

proposed:  

4.1.1 A right to lay, repair, maintain and if necessary, renew, and replace the 

pipes in, through or under the servitude area; 



 
 

4.1.2 A right of pedestrian and vehicular access (without heavy machinery) to the 

servitude area along the access route at all reasonable times, subject to 

giving reasonable prior notice (except in an emergency); 

4.1.3 A grassum payment of £10,000 to the Council; and 

4.1.4 The developer will bear the Council’s legal and surveyors fees and any 

costs associated with the works. 

 

5. Next Steps 

5.1 The Council will enter into a Deed of Servitude with Ambassador Homes Limited in 

accordance with the terms and conditions stated within this report.   

5.2 The provision of the sewer diversion will increase the foul sewer capacity, serving 

the new homes within the development at Ferrymuir Gait, South Queensferry. 

5.3 The reinstatement works will be completed, and the ground returned to its original 

condition. 

 

6. Financial impact 

6.1 The Council will receive a grassum payment of £10,000. 

6.2 The Council’s legal and administrative costs will be met by Ambassador Homes  

 Limited. 

 

7. Stakeholder/Community Impact 

7.1 The sewer will serve the residents of the new housing development at Ferrymuir 

Gait, South Queensferrry. 

7.2 Council Parks officers from the North West neighbourhood office have been 

consulted and are in support of the project. 

7.3 Ward members have been aware of the recommendations of the report. 

7.4 The impact on equalities has been considered.  The Integrated Impact Assessment 

(IIA) checklist has been completed and the outcome is that a full IIA is not required 

for this report.  There is little relevance to equality and no negative impact on the 

environment given the services provided by sewer diversion. 

 

8. Background reading/external references 

8.1 None. 

 



 
 

9. Appendices 

9.1  Appendix 1 – Location Plan. 

9.2 Appendix 2 – Technical Drawing. 
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HAZARD DETAILS

THIS DRAWING MUST BE READ IN CONJUNCTION WITH BAYNE STEVENSON
ASSOCIATES LTD HAZARD & RISK ASSESSMENT DOCUMENT. THE CONTRACTOR
SHOULD ENSURE THE H & R DOCUMENT IS AVAILABLE ON SITE FOR USE BY ALL
SITE PERSONNEL.
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